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SUBJECT: GOT REQUEST EOR INFORMATION AND WAYS USED BY THIRD COUNTRIES 
TO LIMIT POPPY GROWING 

1. DURING AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON TURKISH MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE KORKUT OZAL DECEMBER 30 (REPORTED EARLIER SEPTEL) 
MINISTER ASKED FOR USG ASSISTANCE IN DETERMING HOW OTHER 
POPPY GROWING COUNTRIES - HE MENTIONED YUGOSLAVIA AS AN 
EXAMPLE - WERE LIMITING EXPANSION OF POPPY GROWING AREAS. 

MINISTER ACKNOWLEDGED THATTHERE WAS SOME PRESSURE FROM 
POLITICIANS IN TURKEY TO EXTEND POPPY ACREAGE. HE WAS, 

HOWEVER, RESISTING IT. 

2. TURKEY IS NOW IN THIRD YEAR OE ITS POPPY CTONROL PROGRAM, 

MINISTER NOTED. IT IS NOW TIME TO EXPECT THAT PROBLEMS MIGHT 
BE COMING UP AND HE HAD IN EACT BEGUN TO OBSERVE 

SIGNS THAT SOME COULD BE EMERGING. IE PRICES PAID TO 
FARMERS WERE TOO ATTRACTIVE, INCREASING NUMBERS OF FARMERS 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN GROWING THE CROP. IT IS IMPORTANT, 
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THEREFORE, MINISTER SAID, TO KEEP PRICE EROM GOING TOO 
HIGH. 

3. AMBASSADOR SHARED CONCERN OE MINISTER THAT PRICES EOR 
POPPY CAPSULES WERE HIGH IN TURKEY AND THAT THIS SITUATION 
COULD CAUSE TURKEY TO ALLOCATE TOO MUCH ACREAGE TO POPPY 
GROWING. HE AGREED TO TRY TO GET INFORMATION REQUESTED. 
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4. MINISTER REMARKED THAT HE HAD IN MIND USING INTEGRATED 
POPPY SYSTEM. DR. AHMET RUMELI, WHO SAT IN ON MEETING, LATER 
ELABORATED TO E/OM COUNSELOR WHA MINISTER WAS STARTING 
TO THINK ABOUT. MINISTER'S IDEA, RUMELI SAID, WAS TO 
ESTABLISH COMPANY THAT lOULD DEAL WITH THE POPPY INDUSTRY 
PROM PRODUCTION THROUGH PROCESSING AND MARKETING. COMPANY 
WOULD CONTROL POPPY PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION AT EVERY 
STAGE. BY SUPPLYING PARMERS WITH FERTILIZERS, TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND OTHER INPUTS AND MAKING CREDIT AVAILABLE TO 
THEM, AND, IN SHORT, GIVING PARMERS VESTED INTEREST IN THE 
COMPANY, GOT CONTROL OP TOTAL POPPY CYCLE WOULD BE PACILITATED. 
RUMELI SAID THAT ESTABLISHMENT OP OPIUM PROCESSING PLANT NOW IN 
PLANNING WAS IN FACT A STEP IN THIS DIRECTION. 

5. MINISTER OZAL IN MENTIONING THE PROCESSING PLANT SAID 
THAT IT COULD HAVE AS MUCH AS A 30,000-TON ANNUAL CAPACITY. 
AMBASSADOR EXPRESSING SOME SURPRISE AT THIS PIGURE, REMARKED 
THAT,IN HIS VIEW, IT WAS ESSENTIAL TO KEEP THE PLANT DOWN TO A 
20,000 OR, PAR BETTER, A I0,000-TON LEVEL. HE AGREED, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE IMPORTANT THING WAS TO KEEP THE CAPSULES OUT 

OP THE HANDS OP ILLEGITIMATE DEALERS. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIV- 
ING INFORMATION ON METHODS USED BY OTHER POPPY GROWING 
COUNTRIES POR LIMITING ACREAGE. IN LATER DISCUSSION, 

DR. RUMELI EXPLAINED THAT THE TURKS WERE TURNING TO THE 
US BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT DEPTH OF CONCERN POR INTERNATIONAL 
OPIUM PROBLEM HAD LED USG TO PUT TOGETHER INFORMATION NOT 
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AVAILABLE ELSEWHERE IN EXTENT AND QUALITY. GOT WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY EXAMPLES OP SUCCESSPUL PRACTICES IN THIRD 
COUNTRIES THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN POINT TO, INCLUDING ANALYSIS OP 
ELEMENTS THAT MAKE THEM WORK. 

MACOMBER 
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